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Acclaimed builder crafts dream home
Award-winning custom 
property filled with light, 
fine detail, craftsmanship

By Allison Brophy Champion
Special to Greenwich Time

Hemingway Construction embraced natural 
light in building the new original home on Sasco 
Hill Road in waterfront Southport.  

In doing so, the Greenwich-based company 
earned the notice of the Homebuilders Associa-
tion of Connecticut, receiving the 2011 HOBI 

award for Best 
Custom Home in the 
State of Connecti-
cut 4,000 to 5,000 
square feet. 

  Founded in 1972 
by Salvatore Sciarret-
ta out of a passion for 

building acquired in his native Italy, Hemingway 
Construction, with its penchant for fine details 
and quality craftsmanship, has earned awards be-
fore. But this one is different, said Sal’s son, Peter 
Sciarretta, company vice president.

“This award was particularly special, as it was 
for a repeat client. We built their first new home as 
a young married couple in Stamford and now built 
their dream home in Southport,” he said of the 
exclusive community on Southport Harbor. “So 
this award, for a lifelong client, has special mean-
ing and is one that will always be remembered.”

Sciarretta, a lifelong Stamford resident, teamed 
with brother Sal and brother-in-law Doug Horn to 
build the wood-shingled, copper-trimmed home 
on three levels designed by Nuzzi Architects, of 
Stamford. 

The homeowners purchased the prime parcel 
near Sasco Beach with a small ranch on it, and 
contracted with Hemingway to replace it with 
their castle, moving in early last year. As for price, 
Sciarretta simply said they built the approximately 
5,000-square-foot home for “in excess of $650 

 Sasco Hill Road, Southport
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Careful detailing and craftsmanship are found from the coffered ceiling to the hardwood floor in this sunny kitchen.
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MORTGAGE UPDATE

Mortgage rates barely moved in a short week with little 
economic news.
  The benchmark 30-year fixed-rate mortgage rose 
1 basis point this week to 4.21 percent, according to 
the Bankrate.com national survey of large lenders. A 
basis point is one-hundredth of 1 percentage point. The 
mortgages in this week’s survey had an average total 
of 0.37 discount and origination points. One year ago, 
the mortgage index was 5.02 percent; four weeks ago, 
it was 4.25 percent.
  The benchmark 15-year fixed-rate mortgage rose 2 
basis points to 3.44 percent. The benchmark 5/1 adjust-
able-rate mortgage rose 2 basis points to 3.2 percent, 
and the 30-year fixed-rate jumbo mortgage fell 2 basis 
points to 4.64 percent.
  2011 easily won the title as the year with the lowest 
mortgage rates in the 26-year history of Bankrate’s 
weekly survey. The average rate on the 30-year fixed 
was 4.65 percent. (The median was 4.69 percent.) 
Previously, the lowest-rate year had been 2010, when 
the 30-year fixed averaged 4.86 percent. This year’s 
average was 21 basis points lower than that.
  Here’s a factoid to put into perspective just how low 

rates were: This year, the 30-year fixed reached a high 
of 5.23 percent in the Feb. 9 survey. That 5.23 percent 
-- the highest rate in 2011 -- would have been an all-
time low from the inception of Bankrate’s weekly sur-
vey in September 1985, up until March of 2009. 
  In Bankrate’s weekly survey, it took 1,225 weeks for 
the 30-year fixed rate to dip below 5.2 percent for the 
first time, when it dropped to 5.19 percent on March 
25, 2009. In 2011, by contrast, the 30-year fixed was 
less than 5.2 percent every week but one.
  The lowest-ever rate for the 30-year fixed was set 
Dec. 14, when it dropped to 4.19 percent. Until 2011, 
the 30-year fixed had never fallen below 4.42 percent in 
Bankrate’s weekly survey. The 30-year fixed lingered 
below 4.42 percent for the final 19 weeks of 2011.
  That’s fine and dandy if you can qualify for a mort-
gage, but there’s a belief out there that it’s almost 
impossible to get a yes from a lender. “The common 
misperception is that people cannot get a mortgage 
today. This is not true,” says Jim Sahnger, mortgage 
planner for FBC Mortgage in Jupiter, Fla. “People 
are obtaining financing. They may be providing more 
documentation than in the past, but with rates where 

they are, it makes sense to give the lender whatever 
they ask for.”
  Slowly, incrementally, lenders are updating their 
standards for refinancing mortgages under HARP 2.0 -- 
the revised version of the nearly three-year-old Home 
Affordable Refinance Program. The program allows 
homeowners to refinance their mortgages, even if they 
owe more than their houses are worth.
  Until Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac changed the 
guidelines in October, HARP mortgages had a maxi-
mum loan-to-value ratio of 125 percent -- meaning that 
a borrower could borrow no more than $125,000 on a 
house worth $100,000. This limitation crippled the refi 
chances of homeowners in places such as Las Vegas 
and Florida, where home values plunged more than 50 
percent from their peak. Under HARP 2.0, Fannie and 
Freddie impose no loan-to-value limit.
  “A lot of people are under the belief that HARP 2.0 
is just another program that is great in concept but will 
lack in delivery,” Sahnger says. “For people in areas 
where values have declined in the past five years, this 
will be a great opportunity to take advantage of great 
rates and terms.”
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AIMLOAN.COM 888-418-0233
http://www.aimloan.com

30 yr fixed 3.750 0.000 $995 20% 3.799
15 yr fixed 3.000 0.000 $995 20% 3.087
10 yr fixed 2.875 0.000 $995 20% 3.001
5/1 ARM 2.500 0.000 $995 20% 3.124
Apply & Lock Rate 24/7. View GFE 24/7. Open M-F, 7-5 PST
(A) 4121 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego, CA 92108, NMLS#2890, 13256

CONNECTICUT FINANCIAL MORTGAGE 203-325-2215
http://www.ctmortgage.net

30 yr fixed 3.875 0.000 $385 20% 3.973
15 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $385 20% 3.315
5/1 jumbo ARM 3.125 0.000 $385 20% 3.141
7/1 jumbo ARM 3.500 0.000 $385 20% 3.381
10/1ARM 3.875%+0,3.950%APR;30yr Ju 4.625%+0,4.771%APR
(B) 441 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06901 MB-250829

LOAN ONE MORTGAGE CO., INC. 203-883-1988
http://www.loanonelender.com

30 yr fixed 3.875 0.000 $750 20% 3.912
15 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $750 20% 3.316
30 yr FHA 3.750 0.000 $750 3.5% 3.787
5/1 ARM 2.750 0.000 $750 20% 3.198
Never an application fee, VA/FHA Lending Specialists
(A) 229 Huber Village Blvd., Westerville, OH 43081 21308

PFS INC. (PRIVATE FINANCIAL SERVICES) 203-452-3590
http://www.pfsmortgage.com

30 yr fixed 3.990 0.000 $550 20% 4.080
7/1 jumbo ARM 3.500 0.000 $850 20% 3.491
10/1 jumbo ARM 3.875 0.000 $850 20% 3.521
5/1 ARM 2.875 0.000 $500 20% 3.229
5/1 Jumbo 2.875 APR 3.277 to 1.5M/// NO COST JUMBO REFIs avail
(B) 177 North Street, Easton, CT 06612 1283

STRATEGY MORTGAGE CORP. 203-618-4142
http://www.strategymortgage.com

30 yr fixed 3.875 0.000 $650 20% 3.920

5/1 jumbo ARM 2.875 0.000 $635 20% 2.980

5/1 jumbo ARM (interest only) 3.125 0.000 $635 20% 3.419

10/1 jumbo ARM 3.750 0.000 $650 20% 3.615

7/1 jumbo ARM (interest only) 3.500 0.000 $635 20% 3.520

15 yr jumbo 3.625 0.000 $750 20% 3.820

30 YR JUMBO 4.5% TO $1 MIL APR 4.67%, NO POINTS
ENTERING OUR 18TH YEAR IN GREENWICH, CT SERVING FAIRFIELD COUNTY

(B) 222 Railroad Avenue, Greenwich, CT 06830 NMLS# 20811



Builder awarded for ‘custom elegance’
From page one

per square foot” and that the home appraised 
for $8 million, including an acre.

The peaked-roof house offers fine architec-
tural features like columns and balconies, 360 
degrees of windows and a lovely gazebo-like 
veranda upstairs and down, extending the living 
space outdoors. Exterior railings are made of 
mahogany, and the many windows and doors 
contain hurricane-proof glass and galvanized 
anchoring straps. Various portal windows pro-
vide the perfect vantage point for views of the 
sound, a golf course and surrounding meadows.

Located in the Southport section of the town 
of Fairfield, the high-end custom house with 
high ceilings commands a small rise above 
Southport Harbor and the Mill River. Sasco 
Hill Road is a thickly hedged area that values 
its privacy, according to the New York Times. 
Fairfield also has many public parks.

Full of light and open spaces, the first floor of 
the home provides an entrance hall, dining area, 
family room, sitting area, fully loaded modern 
kitchen with walk-in pantry and maple cabinets, 
mudroom with Dutch door, oak-framed butler’s 
pantry, fireplace and 1.5 baths.

The second floor opens to an upper entrance 
hall leading to the master suite and three ad-
ditional “mini” master suites, each with walk-
in closets, full baths and balconies. The lower 
level has a wine room, exercise room, changing 
room, bathroom, storage areas and a recrea-
tional area. 

Custom lighting adds to the warmth in this 
award-winning home.

Sciarretta is certainly proud of it, agreeing 
that the property stands out on the market, 
perhaps signifying a shift in building.

“With the last decade of McMansions, this 
home enters a new era with an original design, 
and is the epitome of custom elegance,” he said. 
“Homebuilding has changed to smaller, custom 
and, above all, elegant.”

Hemingway Construction built four new 
homes in 2011 and has jobs lined up for eight 
renovation/expansion projects, said Sciarretta, 
looking to 2012. “In the wake of the decline 
of the speculative real estate market,” he said, 
“custom home building is still alive.”
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The home’s spacious entrance hall is open and full of light. It showcases a 
herringbone hardwood floor. Surrounded by natural beauty, this refined 
and elegant custom home is equipped with many large windows (below).

Q: What are the pros and cons of 
using staging when listing a prop-
erty?

Source: ct.blockshopper.com and public 
records

A: I think using staging is a fantas-
tic option and well worth the time and 
investment. Statistics show that staged 

homes sell more quickly 
and for more money than 
homes that are not staged. 
Whether staging an empty 
space, editing a home that 
is cluttered/over-decorated/
old-fashioned or simply 
maximizing space and fea-
tures in a furnished home, 
I believe staging more than 

pays for itself. 
Staging helps sell challenging homes, 

where spaces may be less defined, and 
helps buyers picture various ways to use 
a room. 

Staging is a tremendous help to sell-
ing vacant homes, as many buyers don’t
have the vision to picture themselves 
and their things in a “cold,” empty 
house. Creating a warm and inviting 
environment that allows people to see 
themselves living in the home is a great 
benefit of staging a property.

My recent experience with stag-
ing was a true success story. I listed a 
house that was vacant and unsold with 
prior agents. Our staged listing had an 
amazing response from the first day 
on market. We had offers after the first 
open house, resulting in a quick sale. 

The only “con” would be the outlay 
of cash up front for the seller, but there 
are creative ways around that too, if 
necessary.

— Lauren Napoli, Halstead Property, 
203-788-6777 or lnapoli@halstead.com

SOUND OFF

DATA POINT

$1.22 million
Median sale price for a home in 
Greenwich.

Got a hot property? Email us at 
hotproperties@blockshopper.com.

Napoli
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Real Estate

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
LEASE / SALE

ROOMS FOR RENT

APARTMENTS / CONDOS
UNFURNISHED STAMFORD

APARTMENTS / CONDOS
UNFURNISHED STAMFORD

APARTMENTS / CONDOS
UNFURNISHED GREENWICH

APARTMENTS / CONDOS
UNFURNISHED GREENWICH

APARTMENTS / CONDOS
UNFURNISHED NORWALK

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

CONDOS FOR RENT

GARAGES FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE

OFFICE SPACE

REAL ESTATE WANTED

GREENWICH

 R EAL  E STATE

 Classi f ied
 TO PLACE YOUR AD

 CALL

 877-542-6052

DAVIDOFF REALTY Co.
203-327-2190 Residential,

 Commercial R.E. & Developer.

DOWNTOWN GREENWICH  1blk.
from Greenwich Ave! 850sf. Retail
space. Bay windows, track lighting
+display cabinets. $3000/month.

Laurie, 203.861.1715

★
STAMFORD FOR  LEASE

• 17,000 sf WH Highbay, will subdivide
• 13,000 sf Office/Showroom

• 2400 sf WH w/OH Door • 5000 sf
Office. • 1200, 1600, 2800 sf Retail

Spcs. Owner – 203-324-2730

BRIDGEPORT FURN. ROOM
798 North Ave. $150/wk•$500/mo
203-726-5189 • 203-545-6075
BridgeportCTapartmentsforrent.co
m

NORWALK FURN’D rm for rent.
Own bath, no cooking facilities.

Call 203-524-5611

STAMFORD BRIGHT furn’d rm, No
pets, no smkg. Call 203-979-4447

STAMFORD Waterfront rm w/view
Pvt. bath, skylights, hdwd flrs., wifi,
cable, utils. incld. $250/wk (min. 3

mo.) Ownr/Brker 203-912-5092

1BR HYDE PARK, Springdale!
Excellent building. Extra lrg. closet
space. $1275/m., includes heat &

hot water. (203) 554-6097

1BR Wardwell St. AC, WD, strg,
resrv prkg, no pets. $1300.

203-961-1825; cell 203-524-2745

2 & 3BR apts, Ludlow St. $1500 &
$1600. Call 203-359-4655

or 203-943-5831

2BR APT
Spruce Street. $1300/month.

Call (203)943.5831

3 & 4BR APTS
Greenwich Avenue. $1650 - $1750.

(203)943.5831 or (203)359.4655

www.198milbank.com

4RM APT,  1floor, inclds kitch, prkg
space. $1300 inclds heat/gas.
203-602-7766 or 203-912-8292

CLARK’S HILL Avenue
2BRs, $1500/month

203-359-4655 or 203-223-7221

COLD SPRING  Rd. 2BR apt,
w/kitch, LR. 2nd flr. Lots of storage
spc. W/D on premises. OSP. $1300

+util &1m sec. Avail 2/1/12.
203-249-0352 203-223-6774.

DALY ST. 3BR apt, 2nd flr of
2 Family house. $1800/month.

Call 203-359-4655

EAST MAIN St. 1 & 2Br, energy eff.
bldg. C/AC & DW. $1350 - $1600.

Call (203)223.7221

GREAT LOCATION Nicely furnish-
ed 1BR on beautiful priv. estate.

Laundry, AC.  No pets/smkg. $1450,
elec,cable incl+ Sec. 203-274-0272

SMALL BR  apt., West side. Recent
paint & carpet. Asking $975, includ -

ing all utils. No pets. Please call:
203-615-4448 or 203-968-8752

û STAMFORD û
Cove area, 1br 1ba - $1300
Newfield, 1br 1ba - $1350

Glenbrook, 1br 1ba - $1495
Strawberry Hill, 1br 1ba - $1500

Glenbrook, 2br 1.5ba - $1600
Glenbrook, 2br 2ba - $1850
Glenbrook, 3br 2ba - $2400
High Ridge, 3br 2ba - $2950

Shippan, 3br 2ba - $3700

û PLAZA REALTY û
203-359-4611 ext. 332 & 333

1BR, 1ST flr, LR, EIK & bath. Cos
Cob. Washer &  Dryer, strge. Off St

parking.  No smoking or pets. $1600
incld utils. 203-249-2186

2 BEDROOM, Central Greenwich,
off street parking, $1400/mo +sec.
Avail immd. Call broker for more in -

formation 203-912-8109.

COS COB, Greenwich. Newly reno -
vated 2BR, 2LR Brick House, Whole
1st flr. Sunny/ bright, Back Porch.
New Appls. Central AC. W/D Priv

Prkg. Nr evrythng $1650. 646-919-0645

GREENWICH; 38 Alexander St. 3br,
1bath, 1st fl, WD, EIK, porch. Near

St. Roch’s School. $2375+.
Ownr/brokr. Call 203-273-3940

GREENWICH, BYRAM  area. Lrg
1br, 1st fl, LR, DR, kit, bth & w/d.
Wlk to beach, tennis, shopping,

schools. On-site prkg +yard.
$1450/m, incl. utils. 203-661-1229

REDUCED!  Greenwich 2br duplex.
HD fls, new paint, ac, osp. $1650+

utils. STAMFORD 2br Hdwd fl. New:
paint,appls.,bath,kit,osp. Heat incl.
$1550 No pets. (203)912-4003,lv msg.

SMALL 100 Year Old Cottage  1BR
w/ Deck, Back Country. Near Air -
port, $1800/mo+utils. Avail 1/1/12

Pet friendly. 203-550-0657

SML 1BR cottage Central Green -
wich #3 Maher Avenue.

$1450+utilities. 203-550-8521

3BR, 1.5BA in 2 family duplex.
West Rocks area I-95, kitch w/appli,
DR w/sliders to deck & yard. $1595.

Schor Associates 203-846-1631

3BR, LR, KIT, DR, New bath - 2nd
floor. 9 Couch St. $1400. Section 8
ok. Hugo, 203-979-0681. Avl. 1/1.

NORWALK 1BR  1st fl. Hospital
area. Avl. Feb. 1st. Stv, refrig, W/D
includ. Utils. not incl. Pvt pkg. Sec.

& refs. req’d. $1150/mo. Call
203.866.2977 or 203.219.2127

BRIDGEPORT 1BR A p p l i ,
lndry+park. Ht/ Hw incl $900+1m
sec. Sec8 ok. Call 203-382-4636.

BRIDGEPORT #1 Newly Renovated
1, 2, 3 & 4BRs. Must see! W/D hkup.
Section 8 welcomed. 203-209-9617

BRIDGEPORT HOLIDAY SPECIAL
3Bdrms, was $1300, NOW $1150.

1BDRM, was $900, NOW  $800-850
On site mangement, OS parking,
clean and quiet. Move in for the

holidays. Call Jessie 203-581-2355

DANBURY DUPLEX,  Lr, Kit & All
Appli.  W/D hu, Off St Pkg. Exclnt
Cond & loc, $1050. 203-947-1188

STAMFORD-Apply Now
Metro Green Apts: 1,2&3 BR.
Apply starting 10/17/11 at: 717
Atlantic St., Stamford, CT. For
info., call (855)874-6445; email:
info@metrogreenresidences.com
www.metrogreenresidences.com
Income Restrictions May Apply
[]

NEW MILFORD Aspetuck Village.
1BR upper unit. Close to laundry fa-
cilities. No dogs. Sec & refs.
$825/mo. w/$50 on time rent pay-
ment reduction. 860-355-2881

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
®

The Luxury Division of
Coldwell Banker

925 Long Ridge Road, Stamford, CT 06902
203.322.2300

Follow us on

ColdwellBankerMoves.com/Social

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity.          Owned and operated by NRT LLC.

191 NORTH STREET, GREENWICH 
JIST REDUCED: Superb mid country location, near downtown. Privately situated on beautiful 
2 acre lot, 1 acre zoning with the possibility of subdivision. French style, 4bedrooms, 2.5baths, 
family room adjoins kitchen & eating area, formal dining room, library/offi ce, 3 fi replaces, hard-
wood fl oors, elegant living room. Lower Level with high ceiling. Great expansion potential.
Dir: E.Putnam to Maple to North St. $2,650,000  

Mimika Blanc 203-979-8146

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:30PM-3:30PM

ûSTAMFORD Storage Spaceû
12’ ceilings. Call for details. Days
203.921.5390, evng 203.322.1941

FAIRFIELD Retail Store 1500sf cor-
ner store w/great visibility! $1995/m
+utils. Owner/Broker • 203.332.0436

GREENWICH AVENUE Furnished
suites, w/reception, conf rm. and
lounge area. 203-661-3343
EOG, Inc.-Since 1974

NEW CANAAN Office for rent. New -
ly renovated! Off st. prkg. Approx.

450sf. $1000/month. Call
203.966.5466, speak to Talia

★★★
NORWALK BRAND NEW OFFICE

SPACE Bright, sunny & open!
1000sf, near I-95. $1000/m, incl.

heat & electric. 203-750-0511

★★★
STAMFORD/GREENWICH LINE
200sf office space, w/Kit, utils, HT
& AC included! Freshly renovated
Near I95, RR, Merritt & Downtown
$500/m. Immediate occupancy. Call

Tiina at 203.356.0306 x113 or email:
tiina.muro@pensionassociates.com

LOOKING FOR 3br, 2bath house or
condo, 10% down, financed by

owner. Norwalk, Stamford, Darien,
New Canaan or Wilton. Igor,
631.374.1024; 203.569.9912

COS COB, Greenwich.
Unique oppty! 8500sf 3-house com -
pound. Could be subdivided. Walk
to school, RR & park. 203.861.1970

3.2M Serious inquiries, only.

DIRECT WATERFRONT! 4brs,
3baths. 2,499,000. Also for rent:

$6,500/month. Greenwich Custom
RE Services 203.698.4444


